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Important Monthly Indicators 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
April 1952 and 195) 
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Faslures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabsltres—Aperl 1952 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





MAY SALES HIGHER THAN YEAR AGO 


Retail sales in the early part of May 
were slightly higher than a year ago. 
Many retailers felt that removal of re- 
strictions on installment credit by the 
Federal Reserve Board might stimulate 
consumer buying. 

Retail apparel sales rose in April; 
women's and children’s apparel sold 
well in the early part of April and 
men’s apparel volume rose appreciably 
in the latter part of the month. Food 
sales rose noticeably after the Lenten 
season ended. 


While food prices rose slightly from 
March to April, apparel prices contin- 
ued to decline. Some prices for house 
furnishings were reduced at the whole- 
sale level. 


Total consumer spending in April 
rose 2 per cent according to the Dun’s 
Review Regional Trade Barometer. 
The preliminary barometer for April at 
339.3 was 3 percent above that for April 
ig5t. No adjustment was made for the 
change in the Easter date, April 13, this 
year compared with March 25, last year. 
Retail sales in April, after allowance 
for seasonal variation, were estimated 
at $126 billion. 
above April rg5t and 2 per cent above 
March 1952. 


This was 3 per cent 


The tinal barometer for March 1952 
WAS 324.5. 
February 1952 and 4 per cent below 


March 1ys1. 


This was 2 per cent above 


Only three barometers 
were above’a year ago; they were Cin- 
cinnati and Columbus (g) up 2.5 per 
cent, Florida (21) up 1.0 per cent, and 
New Orleans (23) up 6 per cent. The 
barometers for New England (1) and 
Milwaukee (123) declined the most no- 
ticeably—o.1 per cent. 


Month-to-month percentage changes 


ranged from down 1838 per cent in 


Minneapolis and St. Paul (14) to up 
g.3 per cent in Florida (21). The Texas 
region (24) had the highest barometer, 
463.4; the New England Region had 
the lowest barometer, 238.8. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 
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A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Marcu—Barometer 5°4 above Feb., 9°“ 
below year ago, 27° below U. S. 

Aprit—New England department store 
sales 10° above year ago. Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: New Bed 
ford +-7 Manchester +-3 Bangor 
+-2°_, Hartford —2°~, Providence — 3°. 
Collections steady to slow compared with 
a year ago. Cotton mills selling on very 
close margins to continue operations. Pro- 
duction cut in shoe industry. 


Region 2 

Marcu—Barometer 2°. below Feb., 

below year ago, 22°, below U. S. 
Aprit—New York City department 
store sales 5°. below a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with last year: 
Bridgeport -+-3°., New York City +-1 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
New York City —1°4, Bridgeport — 3°/. 
Collections slower than year ago and 
steady with month ago. Fall buying heavy. 
Employment steady with month ago. 


/ 


Region 3 
Marcu—Barometer 3°” above Feb., 
below year ago, 3° below U. S. 

Aprit—Syracuse department store sales 
6°. above year ago. Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Binghamton and 
Syracuse +-4°~, Albany and Utica +2 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
singhamton —1°, Albany —5°., Syra- 
cust ' 7 /o> Utica ~—12 Collections 
slower than year ago. Furniture sales 
improving. 


Region 4 

Marcu—Barometer fractionally above 
Feb., 3°, below year ago, 6°, below U. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Buffalo +-10°., Ro 
chester +-5°”. Elmira total retail trade $°’ 
below year ago. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with year ago: Rochester +-3°%, 
Buffalo even, Elmira —s' Collections 
slower than year ago. Buffalo steel mills 
operating at 74.4°” of capacity. Buffalo 
flour output 8°. above year ago. 


Region 5 


Marcu—Barometer 2° 


above Feb., 5 
below year ago, 2 below U. S. 
Aprit—Newark department store sales 
3°. above year ago. Total retail trade in 
Newark 2°. above year ago. Wholesale 
trade 4°. below year ago. Collections 
slower than year ago and steady with 
month ago. Textile employment some- 
what curtailed. Atrcraft industry con- 
tinued to expand. Chemical activity at 


high level. 
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The Dun’s Revirw Regronal Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fiz- 
ures are available uithout charge 

The regional trade 
upon data collected and weighed 
local Dun & Braostarer offi 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for 
weeks ended April 26, 1952 
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Region 6 

Marcu—Barometer 3°. above Feb., 5 
below year ago, 9°, below U. S. 

Aprit—Philade!phia department store 
sales 3°. above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Harrisburg 

25°, Lancaster -+-16 : 
Scranton, Wilmington and York -+-1°., 
Wilkes-Barre —2 Collections slow to 
steady compared with year ago. Phila 
delphia steel mills operating at 8o.6°° of 
capacity. 


) 
‘ Reading +2 


Region 7 

Marcu—Barometer 4°, above Feb., 1 
below year ago, 4°. below U. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Erie +-10°., Pitts 
burgh -+-5 Wholesale trade compared 
with vear ago: Erie +-10°°, Pittsburgh 
5° Huntington down slightly, Youngs 
town — 3°, Charleston —5 Colle 
tions slower than year ago. Steel mil! rate 
of operating capacity: Pittsburgh 77.5 
Youngstown 73.2°., Wheeling gt.o 


Region 8 

Marcu—Barometer 2 
below year ago, 8°, above LU. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Cleveland and To 
ledo +-4°., Akron +5°.. Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: Lima +5° , 
Cleveland +-2°., Canton +-1°., Toledo 
—2°., Akron —3° Cleveland steel 
mills operating at 75.7°/, of capacity. Strike 
of transportation workers in Akron. Sev 
eral small strikes at Toledo. 


above Feb., 1 


Region 9 

Marcu—Barometer 3°. above Feb., 2 
above year ago, 8°, above U. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Columbus +7" -, 
Cincinnati -+-2°.. Wholesale trade com 
pared with year ago: Cincinnati —1°., 
Columbus —8°.. Collections slower than 
year ago. Cancellations of orders for ma 
chine tools exceeding new orders but back 
logs still heavy. Employment remains 
steady. 


Region 10 
Marcn—Barometer 1°”, above Feb., 4 
below year ago, 18° above U. S. 
Apait—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago 
Indianapolis -}+7 


Louisville --1o 
Total 


Ao: 


retail trade 
South Bend 
. Terre Haute 
Collections 


compared with year 
+~8° . kvansville -+-15 
ts?) Fort Wayne 
slower than vear ago. Corn planting com 
menced. Agricultural outlook generally 


regarded very favorable 


Region I! 
Marcu—Barometer 2 
below year ago, 10 


Ape 


! below 


below Feb.. 6 
below U.S 

Chicago department store sales 
vear ago. Total 
compared with year ago: Rockford +15 
Springheld --4 W hole 
sale trade compared with year ago: Spring 
held -+-3 Rocktord +28 
even, Peoria 2 
than a year ago 
78.6 


retail trade 


, 


, Peoria —4 


. Chicavo 

Collections slower 
Chicago stecl mulls at 
of capacity. 


Region 12 

Marcu—-Barometer 7°. above Feb., 6 
below vear ago, 14°, above U. S. 

Aprit—Detroit department store sales 
4°. above year ago. Retail trade com 
pared with year ago: Detroit /-2°), Grand 
Rapids — 1 Wholesale trade compared 
with year ago: Detrowt —10°°, Grand 
Retail and wholesale col 
Manutac 
Auto produ: 


Rapids — 15 
lections slower than year ago. 
turers collections steady. 
tion 17°”, below year ago. 


Region 13 
\Marcu—Barometer 1°. above Feb., 9 
above U. S. 

\pric—Muilwaukee department store 
sales 1° below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Milwau 
kee -+-2 Madison 5°., Green Bay 
-g°. Wholesale trade compared with 
year ago: Green Bay +2°., Milwaukee 

4°... Madison —5°~. Retail and whole 
sale collections slower than year ago. 
Manufacturers’ collections steady. 


' 
below year ago, 9 


Region 14 
Marcu—Barometer 19°, below Feb., 
below year ago, 5°”, below U. S. 

Arait—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Minneapolis +-4°., 
Duluth-Superior +1°4, St. Paul —1° 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
Fargo +-4°., Minneapolis +-1° Butte 
—1°, Duluth, La Crosse, and St. Paul 
-2°.. Collections slower than a year ago. 
Heavy floods hampered all activity. Flour 
output 3°. above 1951. 
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Region 15 
Marcu—Barometer 3°/, above Feb., 7°” 
below year ago, 3°, below U.S 
Aprit—Nebraska department store 
sales even with year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Des Moines 
., Dubuque —5*,, Cedar Rapids and 
Lincoln —7°.,, Omaha —8°., Sioux City 
—15°.. Collections slow to steady com 
pared with year ago. Worst flood in 70 
years responsible for decline in economic 
activity. 


Region 16 

Marcu-——Barometer 8°”, below Feb., 2 
below year ago, Q” below U. S. 

Aprit-——Trade conditions in St. 
compared with year ago: department store 
sales total retail sales 
wholesale sales -+-5 Retail and whole. 
sale collections slower than year ago. 
Manufacturing collections steady. St. 
Louis steel mills operating at 76.6°., of 
capacity. Shoe production 8°. above a 
vear ago. 
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Region 17 

Marcu—Barometer 2°”, below Feb., 5 
below year ago, 14° above U. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: Topeka 
Tulsa +-11°., Kansas City , Wichita 
1-g° , Oklahoma City 4-5 Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa -+-5° Joseph even, 
Nichita —4°., Kansas City —12°%. Col 
lections steady with year ago. Oklahoma 
oil output 4° above 1951. 
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Region 18 
Marcu—Barometer 3 
even with year ago, 2°. above U. 
Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Baltimore +-13° , 
Washington -+-2 Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Richmond 
+-25°., Lynchburg +10 Roanoke 
+6°°, Norfolk +-2 Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: Washington and 
Nortolk --s Baltimore —2 Rich 
mond —5°.. Collections steady with 1951. 
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Region 19 

Marcu—Barometer 3°, above Feb., 1 
below year ago, 4°, above U. S. 

Aprit— Total retail trade compared with 
year ago: Charlotte +-3°/, Raleigh +-2 
Columbia — 1°, Greensboro — 3°”, Ashe- 
ville —5°.. Wholesale trade compared 
with vear ago: Greensboro +-2°,, Colum- 
bia --1°4, Raleigh —2°4, Asheville and 
Charieston —s5° Collections steady 
with year ago. Textile mills curtailed 
oper ations. 
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Region 20 

Marcu—Barometer 7°, above Feb., 7° 
below year ago, 39°, above U.S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: 
Nashville -+-26 Birmingham -+-19°%, 
Atlanta -+-16°.. WH ilies trade 
pared with year ago: Birmingham -+-10 
Augusta, Montgomery, and Nashville 
, , Chattanooga —2° , Savannah 
—s°/, Atlanta and Knoxville —10° 
Collections steady to slower than 1951 
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Region 21 

Marcu—Barometer 9° . above Feb., 1 
above a year ago, 18°. above U.S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Jacksonville -+-20 
Miami -+-8* Total retail trade com- 
pared with year ago: Tampa +-20° |, Jack 
sonville +-8°/, Miam: —2 Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: Jackson 
ville +-1 Tampa —8°_, Miami — 10 
Collections slower in lacksonvitle nad 
Miami and steady in Tampa. 
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Region 22 

MarcH—Barometer % above Feb., 5 
below a year ago, 19°. above U.S. 

Apait—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Little Rock +-13°4, 
Memphis +3 Total retail trade com- 
pared with year ago: Memphis +-6 
Little Rock -+-4 Wholesale trade com 
pared with year ago: Memphis —3 
Little Rock Retail and wholesale 
collections slower than Manutac 
turing collections steady. 
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Region 23 

Marcu—Barometer 5° . above Feb., 6 
above year ago, 29° , above LU. S. 

Aprit—New Orleans department store 
sales 7°. above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: New Or- 
leans even, Jackson —5 Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: New Or 
leans +-2°”, Jackson —5 New Orleans 
collections steady with year ago: Jackson 
collections slower. Overall output high 
and steady. 


Region 24 

Marcu—Barometer 1°, above Feb., 1 
below year ago, 41°, above U. S. 

Aprit—-Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: El Paso and Hous. 
ton +134 Dallas -+-9 Fort Worth 
-+-8 San Antonio —2 W holesale 
trade compared with year ago: Houston 
+-8°°, El Paso +-5°., Dallas even, San 
Antonio —2°., Fort Worth —s5°“, Aus- 
tin —8 Collections slower than a year 
ago. Ons! output 4° above 1951. 





Marcu—Barometer 3°, above Feb., 7 
below year ago, even with-U, 8, 

Aprit—Denver department store sales 
4°, above year ago. Total 
compared with year ago 
Albuquerque -+3 Wholesale 
compared with year ago: Denver 
Albuquerque —9 
than year ago. 
was noticeably above year ago. 
acreage So, above year ago. 


retatl trade 
Denver +5°, 
trade 
=r" 5O'/ns 
Collections slower 
Commercial construction 
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Region 26 
Marcu—Barometer 7°. below Feb., 8 
below year ago, 5°, above U.S 
Aprit—Trade conditions in Salt Lake 
City compared with year ago: department 
store sales +-s°-, total veil trade +1 
wholesale trade — 29 


. Collections slower 
than year ago and steady with month ago. 
Flood damage estimated at over $1 mil 

lion. Non-detense manufacturing activity 
moderately below a year ago. Construc 

tion activity up seasonally. 


Region 27 
Jarometer 2°. above Feb. 
below year ago, 15°, above U. S. 

Aprit—De partment store sales com 
pared with year ago: Spokane -+-7°., Se- 
attle t+4°., Portland -+-2 Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: Portland 
+-10°., Spokane -+-7°, Seattle —2°., Ta 
coma —12 Collections slower than 
year ago in Seattle and Spokane; 
in Portland and 
duction 6 


Marcu 


steady 
Tacoma. Lumber pro 


below year ago. 


Region 28 

Marcu—Barometer 5°. above Feb., 6 
below year ago, 1°. above U. S. 

Aprit—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: San Francisco +-8° |, 
Oakland +7 Wholesale trade com- 
pared with year ago: Sacramento —5°%, 
Fresno —10°., San Francisco —25° 
Collections slower than year ago. Heavy 
planting of wheat and cotton may make 
1952 crop largest in many years. Crop 
maturity about 15 days late. 


Region 29 


Marcu—Barometer even with Feb., 


3°., below year ago, 4°. above U.S 

Aprit—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: Los Angeles +11°., 
San Diego +-9 Total retail trade com- 
pared with year ago: Los Angeles +-11°%, 
Phoenix -+-3 Wholesale trade com- 
pared with year ago: San Diego -+-2°%, 
Los Angeles —1°., Phoenix —3°,. Los 
Angeles collections steady with 1951; 
Phoenix and San Diego slower. 
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